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COVID-19 5/27 Update  
  
Global 
Total cases – 5,644,562 
Total deaths – 352,789 
  
United States 
Total cases – 1,691,342 
Total deaths – 99,724 
Total # tests – 14,907,041 
  
Administration 

• President Trump said he could “override” governors who decline to reopen houses of 

worship in their states in “many different ways,” but did not cite what authority he had 

to so.  

o “I can absolutely do it if I want to and I don’t think I’m going to have to because 

it’s starting to open up,” Trump said Tuesday during a news conference in the 

White House Rose Garden. 

o “We need people that are going to be leading us in faith. And we’re opening ‘em 

up, and if I have to, I will override any governor that wants to play games. If they 

want to play games, that’s okay, but we will win, and we have many different 

ways where I can override them,” he continued. 

o The President also added that "there may be some areas where the pastor or 

whoever may feel that it’s not quite ready and that’s okay, but let that be the 

choice of the congregation and the pastor.” 

• US Citizenship and Immigration Services, the federal agency responsible for visa and 

asylum processing, is expected to furlough part of its workforce this summer if Congress 

doesn't provide emergency funding to sustain operations during the coronavirus 

pandemic.  

o "Unfortunately, as of now, without congressional intervention, the agency will 

need to administratively furlough a portion of our employees on approximately 

July 20," USCIS Deputy Director Joseph Edlow for Policy wrote in a letter sent to 

the workforce on Tuesday. 

• Reopening is expected to come with an uptick in Covid-19 cases — and that uptick might 

not emerge immediately, the nation's top infectious disease expert, Dr. Anthony Fauci, 

said on CNN Newsroom on Wednesday. 
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o With reopening, "when you do that and you see no negative effect in one week, 

please don't be overconfident," Fauci, director of the National Institute of Allergy 

and Infectious Diseases, told CNN. 

o "Because the effect of spreading is not going to be seen for two, three and 

maybe even more weeks — and at that time you could have the uptick," Fauci 

said. "That's the reason why we encourage people, as we want people to be able 

to have the opportunity to reopen, to be prudent and take a careful look at the 

guidelines and, to the best extent possible, to follow them." 

• Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, 

said Wednesday that reopening schools in the fall doesn't fall into the "one size fits all" 

approach. 

o He urged localities to make decisions based on the dynamics of the Covid-19 

outbreak in their area. 

o "There are certain states, cities, regions, counties in which the level of infection 

is at a rate that the schools can be much more flexible in how they open," Fauci 

said during an interview on CNN Newsroom, adding that reopening schools in 

other areas may be "really quite risky." 

• Dr. Anthony Fauci, the US's top infectious disease physician, said that the country can 

"prevent this second wave" of Covid-19 if we reopen "correctly." 

o Fauci said that it is necessary to put in place "clear and effective" testing, tracing 

and isolation measures in order to do this. 

o He added that the country does not have to accept a second wave — particularly 

in the fall — "as an inevitability." 

o "It could happen, but it is not inevitable," Fauci said. 

• Dr. Anthony Fauci, the director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious 

Diseases, said that he’s “not so sure” hydroxychloroquine should be banned. 

o The drug, which has been repeatedly touted by President Trump, has been 

banned by the French Health Ministry when it comes to treating 

patients infected with coronavirus. 

o Fauci, a key member of the White House coronavirus task force, told CNN that 

the data shows that the drug could have potential dangerous side effects.   

o “The scientific data is really quite evident now about the lack of efficacy for it,” 

Fauci said.  

https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/19/politics/fact-check-trump-hydroxychloroquine-study/index.html
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• Antibody tests used to determine if people have been infected in the past with Covid-19 

might be wrong up to half the time, the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

warns, in new guidance posted on its website.  

o Antibody tests, often called serologic tests, look for evidence of an immune 

response to infection. "Antibodies in some persons can be detected within the 

first week of illness onset," the CDC said. 

o They are not accurate enough to use to make important policy decisions, the 

CDC said. 

o "Serologic test results should not be used to make decisions about grouping 

persons residing in or being admitted to congregate settings, such as schools, 

dormitories, or correctional facilities," the CDC said. 

o "Serologic test results should not be used to make decisions about returning 

persons to the workplace." 

• Scientific evidence shows that hydroxychloroquine isn’t an effective treatment for 

Covid-19, according to Anthony Fauci, the top U.S. infectious disease expert. 

o In an interview on CNN, Fauci says he’s not sure the drug needs to be banned in 

the U.S. as a coronavirus treatment, but the “lack of efficacy” becomes 

increasingly clear as more study data are released 

o “I still think that we have a good chance, if all of the things fall into the right 

place, that we might have a vaccine that will be deployable by the end of the 

year, by December or November,” Anthony Fauci, the top U.S. infectious disease 

expert, tells CNN. 

o Also says recent instances of social crowding - such as a pool party in Missouri - 

are “very troubling” 

• Fauci says upticks of virus cases will be seen even under best of circumstances 

o A second wave of Covid-19 isn’t “inevitable” if people are prudent, he says 

o Says U.S. testing capability is getting “better and better” 

• The Small Business Administration cannot reject an applicant for an emergency loan 

designed to aid employees of small companies just because the would-be borrower is in 

bankruptcy, another bankruptcy judge ruled. Judge Cynthia Jackson of the U.S. 

Bankruptcy Court for the Middle District of Florida granted family entertainment center 

company NRP Lease Holdings an injunction prohibiting the agency from disregarding the 

company’s loan application just because it’s in Chapter 11. 

• The Trump administration has released coronavirus testing targets for May, an 

aggressive expansion that would have some states doubling, quadrupling and even, in 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/resources/antibody-tests-guidelines.html?deliveryName=USCDC_2067-DM29085
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QAYC3BT1UM16
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the case of Puerto Rico, completing 5.6 times the number they had done through late 

April. 

o The White House announced on May 11 that states had set the goals in 

partnership with the Trump administration, but didn’t release specifics. The 

breakdown of targets by state was released Sunday as part of a testing plan 

outlined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services in a report to 

Congress. 

o The HHS plan calls for about 12.9 million tests this month. States are nearly two-

thirds of the way to meeting that goal, with roughly 8.3 million administered as 

of Monday, according to the Covid Tracking Project, a volunteer initiative to 

track virus data. 

• National Economic Council Director Larry Kudlow said Tuesday the Trump 

administration “may well” support including an incentive to get workers back on the job 

in the next coronavirus aid package, our Eli Okun reports.  

o Such a bonus would be an alternative to Democrats’ push to continue the 

additional $600 weekly federal jobless benefit workers have been receiving on 

top of their state unemployment benefits. The $600 unemployment add-on was 

created under the CARES Act and is set to end on July 31. But some 

conservatives, like Kudlow, argue those payments are so high that they’re a 

“major disincentive to go back to work.”  

o Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell has also made clear that he considers 

an extension of the enhanced unemployment benefits a non-starter.  

• U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services is preparing some domestic offices to reopen 

and resume non-emergency public services on or after June 4. On March 18, USCIS 

temporarily suspended routine in-person services at its field offices, asylum offices and 

application support centers (ASCs) to help slow the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19). 

USCIS is following the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s guidelines to protect 

our workforce and the public. For the latest information on the status of individual 

offices, check our office closures page. 

o While certain offices are temporarily closed, USCIS continues to provide limited 

emergency in-person services. Please call the USCIS Contact Center for 

assistance with emergency services.  

• For months, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) has taken on the challenges 

presented by COVID-19. Thanks to our workforce’s efforts across its components DHS 

has facilitated a speedy, whole-of-government response to mitigate the spread of 

http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=212f70817128f3fc04878110dcb6cdb635010f61013fa13a07db48504df1c2d8c56d80dfa6c31b6dfed7be7eb88dd74f
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=212f70817128f3fcda5c8fa1372ecbd8beeb77cea589253573de68836dcc027ef91193622e28f358dc0598d4c5917f76
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=212f70817128f3fc355179a245dc153135c346299d6dfa4bbe77cc1e634a97e0bda14fd7721b06ec0cb6835cb17040e6
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MjcuMjIwODYzODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy51c2Npcy5nb3YvYWJvdXQtdXMvdXNjaXMtb2ZmaWNlLWNsb3NpbmdzIn0.UHTW8tR15bLJPvmp5SypPp6NzjIk0aQsW_lA2h1SORs/br/79146933769-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MjcuMjIwODYzODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy51c2Npcy5nb3YvY29udGFjdGNlbnRlciJ9.f-5r_DI1poafFc2vyGgfyEwsEHIumrWQKf9sf9BK384/br/79146933769-l
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COVID-19. As the nation prepares to reopen the economy the Department and its 

components continue to ensure a safe, secure, and prosperous Homeland for the 

American people. (HERE) 

• In support of the Trump Administration’s reopening of the economy, Acting Secretary 

of Homeland Security Chad F. Wolf signed an order that exempts certain foreign 

professional athletes who compete in professional sporting events organized by certain 

leagues, including their essential staff and their dependents, from proclamations barring 

their entry into the U.S. (HERE) 

• The U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) is working hand-in-hand with both the 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) and the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency (FEMA) to support Federal, state, and local communities. This link 

is an outline of programs available to state and local partners that are eligible for direct 

access to GSA sources. (HERE) 

• On Wednesday, May 27, the Federal Reserve Bank of New York will host a virtual forum 

on the COVID-19 pandemic's impact on small businesses and how community 

stakeholders and capital providers can support these firms. (HERE) 

• The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) is announcing a 45 day 

deadline extension for providers who are receiving payments from the Provider Relief 

Fund to accept the Terms and Conditions for Provider Relief Fund payments. (HERE) 

• The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services today finalized requirements that will 

increase access to telehealth for seniors in Medicare Advantage (MA) plans, expand the 

types of supplemental benefits available for beneficiaries with an MA plan who have 

chronic diseases, provide support for more MA options for beneficiaries in rural 

communities, and expand access to MA for patients with End Stage Renal Disease 

(ESRD). (HERE) 

• U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue today announced Washington has been 

approved to operate Pandemic Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT), a new program 

authorized by the Families First Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA), signed by President 

Trump, which provides assistance to families of children eligible for free or reduced-

price meals dealing with school closures. (HERE) 

• The Department of Justice today filed a statement of interest in an Illinois federal court 

in support of a lawsuit filed by Illinois state representative Darren Bailey challenging 

certain actions of Governor J.B. Pritzker in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. (HERE) 

https://www.dhs.gov/news/2020/05/26/weekly-update-dhs-response-covid-19
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2020/05/22/acting-secretary-wolf-signs-exemption-allowing-entry-certain-foreign-professional
https://www.gsa.gov/cdnstatic/Purchasing%20Resources%20and%20Support%20for%20State%20and%20Local%20Governments.pdf
https://www.newyorkfed.org/newsevents/events/regional_outreach/2020/0527-2020
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/05/22/hhs-announces-45-day-compliance-deadline-extension-for-providers.html
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/trump-administration-announces-changes-medicare-advantage-and-part-d-provide-better-coverage-and
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/26/usda-approves-program-feed-kids-washington
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/department-justice-files-statement-interest-challenging-legality-illinois-governors-sweeping
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• Defense Department officials outlined a conditions-based approach to relaxing the 

stop-movement order that has been in effect since early March due to the coronavirus 

pandemic. (HERE) 

• DoD will also continue to safeguard U.S. national interests and those of our allies and 

partners throughout this crisis. The mission continues as DoD develops a phased plan 

for the workforce to return to Pentagon Reservation office spaces. Protection of our 

workforce, including military, government civilians, contractors, and partner personnel 

is our number one priority as we prepare to return to normal operations. (HERE) 

  
Capitol Hill 

• Senate Democrats are seeking $8 billion in the next coronavirus relief package to 

strengthen the food supply chain and provide more protective gear for food processing 

and farm workers. 

o “This is to stop the logjam in the supply system and effectively get desperately 

needed food to families,” said Debbie Stabenow, the top-ranking Democrat on 

the Senate Agriculture Committee, who plans to announce legislation 

Wednesday to establish the aid program. 

o Stabenow said she has had “good discussions” with Republicans on the 

proposals and hopes to incorporate the measure in whatever relief package 

emerges after negotiations between the House and Senate. The proposal is co-

sponsored by Senate Democratic leader Chuck Schumer and all Democrats on 

the Agriculture Committee, she said. 

o The Democrats’ plan would include $5.5 billion in grants, loans and loan 

guarantees to assist small- and medium-sized food processors in retooling for 

the pandemic -- including converting lines used for packaging food for 

institutional use to the consumer retail market. The assistance also would cover 

protective gear and virus testing for farm and food processing workers. 

o The proposal also calls for $1 billion in grants to food banks and other non-profit 

feeding programs to expand capacity. The money could be used to pay for 

additional cold storage and refrigeration equipment, transportation, protective 

gear and rental costs. 

o An additional $1.5 billion would be earmarked for “food purchase partnerships” 

to buy surplus farm products for feeding programs. It would expand commodity 

purchases beyond the Trump administration’s current food box program. 

https://www.defense.gov/Explore/News/Article/Article/2198059/dod-officials-unveil-covid-related-personnel-move-guidance/
https://media.defense.gov/2020/May/26/2002305810/-1/-1/1/PENTAGON-RESERVATION-PLAN-FOR-RESILIENCE-AND-ALIGNING-WITH-NATIONAL-GUIDELINES-FOR-OPENING-UP-AMERICA-AGAIN.PDF
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5248881
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5247555
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• Congresswoman Carolyn B. Maloney (D-NY), senior member of the House Financial 

Services Committee, today joined with various stakeholders to introduce H.R. 7011, the 

Pandemic Risk Insurance Act of 2020 (PRIA). This legislation will create the Pandemic 

Risk Reinsurance Program, a system of shared public and private compensation for 

business interruption losses resulting from future pandemics or public health 

emergencies. 

o The Pandemic Risk Insurance Act would be an important step in Congress’s 

prevention efforts against economic losses from future pandemics by both 

requiring insurance companies to offer business interruption insurance policies 

that cover pandemics, and creating a Pandemic Risk Reinsurance Program to 

ensure that there is sufficient capacity to cover these losses and protect our 

economy in anticipation of a resurgence of COVID-19 and future pandemics. Like 

the Terrorism Risk Insurance Act (TRIA), the federal government would serve as a 

backstop to maintain marketplace stability and to share the burden alongside 

private industry. 

• The Agriculture Department is blundering its attempt to carry out a new food box 

program for farmers and hungry Americans struggling during the coronavirus pandemic, 

congressional critics say. 

o “This process failed to protect taxpayers, the hungry, and producers with food 

going to waste,” said Rep. Lloyd Doggett (D-Texas) in a statement Tuesday. 

Doggett joins several other Democrats in questioning Secretary Sonny Perdue 

over a federal program that puts surplus dairy, meat, and produce into boxes for 

food banks and other nonprofits.  

o The Agriculture Department awarded more than $1.2 billion in contracts to 198 

suppliers for the Farmers to Families Food Box Program on May 8. The food 

boxes are an element of the department’s $19 billion Coronavirus Food 

Assistance Program established on April 17, which allocated $3 billion to 

commodity purchases. 

• Republicans in the House mounted a legal challenge to a proxy voting procedure 

Democrats pushed through this month for colleagues who are in quarantine or 

otherwise housebound during the coronavirus pandemic. The Republicans argued in a 

38-page complaint filed in Washington federal court yesterday that the approval of the 

May 15 resolution, which would permit a single lawmaker to cast votes on behalf of as 

many as 10 colleagues, defied historical precedent and the U.S. Constitution. The GOP 

https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB513
https://aboutbgov.com/QLD
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like ly faces an uphill climb in a lawsuit because the Constitution lets the House set its 

own rules. 

• New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo blasted Congress on Wednesday for delaying funding to 

the states during the coronavirus pandemic. 

o There can be no national recovery if state and local governments aren’t funded, 

he said. 

• Seventy-four House members wrote to Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin on Tuesday 

to ensure that airlines that received government assistance are carrying Congress’ intent 

to protect airline workers. “Reducing hours while ‘maintaining rate of pay‘” — as 

United, Delta Air Lines, and JetBlue have done — “goes directly against this goal and 

places these airlines out of compliance with the CARES Act,” they wrote. 

• In a letter to House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer , 

senior officials from 17 unions are cautioning lawmakers against changes to the rules 

governing the Paycheck Protection Program, arguing they discourage employers from 

rehiring workers, our Zachary Warmbrodt reports.  

• The House is scheduled to vote on a bill this week by Reps. Dean Phillips (D-Minn.) and 

Chip Roy (R-Texas) that would eliminate a requirement that businesses spend at least 75 

percent of the funds they receive under the Paycheck Protection Program on payroll to 

have urthe full loan amount forgiven. 

o But senior officials from UNITE HERE, the United Steelworkers, the Association of 

Flight Attendants and the International Association of Machinists and Aerospace 

Workers argue that “the corporate-backed bill simply jettisons the job retention 

goal altogether.” 

  
State/Local 

• New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo said in a news conference that he and President Trump 

“have political differences” but their meeting today was about how to “supercharge” 

reopening the state.  

o Cuomo called the meeting with the President a “good conversation” and said 

Trump “understood what we were talking about."  

o “It was not about politics. It was not about any of that. It was about how do we 

supercharge the reopening, especially in New York, which has been hardest hit. 

How do we take some of these big infrastructure projects that have been sitting 

around for a long time, which if we were all smarter and better, we would have 

done 30 years ago, and actually get them up and running because we have to do 

http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=0b274c21ecf682bf0bd67a8286d7c70766f825fc109dd04e4470994e02350921bcc535294623602ae74f1292d642590d
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=5ddbc6194b4a7989c9f79d4703d76b255eba6f3be0133c6e71d0a38550aba33787bf672786fb5d102663da52e71ce23a
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=5ddbc6194b4a7989248ca70ff39ae46df8eefe05fa9e3a53b44ef1c12b0169434a63c8fda54b3de8fb5d64281fd3df3d
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=5ddbc6194b4a798987ac7d8d884f8feb78b3a4184d580c01a46ef53af9b61120652d7e6367201d792c2a1f86c1e88e13
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=5ddbc6194b4a79890ce7b96e56a95edfd1e1821bf1ac8d0ed609599c707efb3dadb5277a99e086f4ce41e3c948d32bbe
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=5ddbc6194b4a7989f9bd6de3526cd0b3221cfc42bf5966c72092f487c4ce7c053e4bed71e725f17f46a53b864890dbcd
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=5ddbc6194b4a79894b71aef70c7e9ce2d83487e8dc5c5a286c363065b254c1f4905be5ca289f40f94734ac5dc21409c4
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=5ddbc6194b4a798998bea19a31f9ad32eeb44b1ca3fcbd2cb81f0e091cb1d1128e08613293a27c29c8c9d8085a5e0ad2
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this work anyway, and because we need the jobs now more than ever,” Cuomo 

said.  

o Cuomo added the President acknowledged that New York is "very aggressive" 

about getting these infrastructure projects done. 

• Kansas Gov. Laura Kelly said she will veto a bill passed by the state legislature that 

would have shifted control of the state’s Covid-19 response away from the governor and 

to legislative leaders. 

o “House Bill 2054 is a sweeping piece of legislation that would have long standing 

consequences for the people of Kansas,” Kelly said at a news briefing Tuesday. 

o The bill would have also changed how counties set coronavirus rules and would 

have protected businesses and health care providers from coronavirus-related 

lawsuits.  

o Kelly said that "creates more problems than it solves."   

o The Kansas Legislature is out of session until January 2021, but Kelly said she 

may bring the legislature back for a special session. 

• New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio said the city will enforce the rules of phase one 

when businesses start to reopen with a "light touch" that is "problem-solving focused." 

o “We see a problem we want the business to address it — we don’t want to 

penalize, we want to fix problems," the mayor said. 

o The city is communicating with a lot of businesses as it approaches phase one 

sometime during the first two weeks of June.   

o “We’re not there till we’re there,” de Blasio said, but as businesses come online, 

there will be heavy communications, inspections "as per usual” and making sure 

rules are being followed.  

• Washington, DC will move into phase one of reopening this Friday, Mayor Muriel 

Bowser announced at a press conference this morning. 

o Bowser will sign an order today which will lift the stay-at-home order. 

o This comes as the District has had a 14 day decline in cases of community spread 

of coronavirus per the DC Department of Health’s calculations, one of the key 

metrics the District had for reopening. 

o The mayor warned that moving into phase one means more people can get 

exposed as  

o You can read the full phase one reopening guidelines here. 

• New York City Mayor de Blasio said the city and the bar and restaurant industry are 

exploring how to safely engage in outdoor dining in the wake of the pandemic. 

https://coronavirus.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/coronavirus/page_content/attachments/Situational-Update-Presentation_052720.pdf
https://coronavirus.dc.gov/phaseone
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o “We are looking very intensely at what we can do with bars and restaurants 

again with a safety first attitude," the mayor said. 

o De Blasio added that he has been speaking to people in the bar and restaurant 

industry about outdoor dining and there is “a lot of excitement about this 

possibility.”  

o Social distancing, face coverings, protocols and what amount of capacity can be 

created to make it worthwhile, continue to be a concern, de Blasio said, noting 

that restaurants need a certain amount of capacity to be economically viable. 

• New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio divulged plans to help ensure what he called safe 

separation as the contact tracing for Covid-19 increases. 

o For those safely separating at home, a resource navigator will make sure an 

individual has meals delivered, medications and mental support. 

o There are 200 staff from 15 community based organizations who will support 

anyone who safely separates at home starting next week as contact tracing 

starts to grow, the mayor said. 

o For those who cannot safely separate at home, there are 1,200 health and 

hospitals hotel rooms available with free medical monitoring, local calls, and 

laundry.  

o “All of this is free," de Blasio said. “Test, trace, and take care, that is the game 

plan.” 

o The city has formed a community advisory board with members from 60 

organizations around the city that will meet two times a week with “our test 

trace and take care team," the mayor said. 

• Most New Mexico restaurants will be able to have outdoor dining services starting on 

Wednesday, according to Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham’s office. 

o Eateries will be allowed to serve customers outdoors as long as they are seated 

and practice social distancing. 

o Inside dining will continue to be prohibited and bars will stay closed.  

o Additionally, three counties in the northwestern part of the state will be 

excluded from the relaxed rules because of their higher rates of coronavirus 

infection. 

• Chicago is requesting $56 million to hire at least 600 contact tracers, according to a 

statement from Mayor Lori Lightfoot. 

o The funding – which will come from the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC) and the Illinois Department of Public Health – will be used to 
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train and certify contact tracers to fight Covid-19 in areas hardest hit by the 

pandemic, Lightfoot said. 

o Chicago officials hope to expand contact tracing at the community level and will 

focus their efforts “in areas of high economic hardship," according to a 

statement by the city. 

o Lightfoot said in the statement that the proposal "represents a win-win for our 

city by both stemming the spread of COVID-19 among our most-impacted 

communities, as well as addressing the underlying health inequities these same 

communities have faced for generations." 

• South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem said that school districts in the state are planning to 

reopen this fall, but are also making “contingency plans” for at-home learning due to 

the Covid-19 pandemic.  

• Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer announced an executive order today that expands 

coronavirus testing sites and the types of medical personnel that can order a test. 

o “We need to keep working to expand testing, which is why it is crucial 

that Michiganders who have Covid-19 symptoms, even mild ones, or have been 

in contact with someone who has the virus can get tested,” Whitmer said. 

o The governor said the executive order will pave the way for more community 

testing sites to open as the state works towards a goal of 15,000 tests 

administered daily. 

• Miami-Dade County Mayor Carlos Gimenez announced that beaches and hotels will 

reopen on June 1. 

o He said lounging on the sand, walking, swimming and jogging will be allowed 

with restrictions. 

• Nevada Governor Steve Sisolak has announced that the state is ready to move into 

Phase 2 of reopening from Friday, May 29. 

o Under the Phase 2 guidelines up to 50 people can meet at private and public 

gatherings, while maintaining social distancing. 

o Gyms, fitness facilities and pools may also reopen and museums and art galleries 

may reopen but at no more than 50% capacity. 

o Some businesses will remain closed under Phase 2, including adult 

entertainment establishments, nightclubs and live performance venues with 

spectators. 

o Live sporting events are also not permitted. 

o Employees of business which are allowed to open must wear face coverings. 
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• Barbershops and hair salons in California counties already restarting their economies 

can open as early as Tuesday, Governor Gavin Newsom said, adding that his family had 

just subjected him to a home haircut. Forty-seven of the state’s 58 counties meet 

criteria for such reopenings, though major population centers including Los Angeles and 

San Francisco still have tighter restrictions. 

o The most-populous U.S. state relaxed rules for church gatherings and allowed in-

store shopping at retailers on Monday. Guidelines for restarting the 

entertainment industry had been expected Monday but may not come until later 

in the week or the weekend, Newsom said. 

International 

• The EU on Tuesday lifted controls on exports of masks and other protective gear, saying 

the authority “has served its purpose.” Under the order, EU producers of masks, 

protective spectacles and garments were required to ask their national governments for 

an export authorization before selling such products outside of the European Union. The 

original measure was initially set to last until April 25, but it was extended for one 

month, with a more limited number of protected items. 

• The German government and its sixteen federal states agreed to extend social 

distancing restrictions to June 29, the government announced in a statement on 

Tuesday. 

o A limit of 10 people, or two households, will be allowed to meet in public places. 

o The statement added that “this decision is based on the assessment that the 

number of SARS CoV2 new infections in Germany is at a low level a month after 

the start of easing the measures.“  

o Germany's success is largely based on its citizens adhering to social 

distancing guidelines and hygiene rules. 

• Chile's Minister of Energy Juan Carlos Jobet and Public Works Minister Alfredo 

Moreno tested positive for novel coronavirus, according to official statements published 

Monday. 

o Both ministers went into a preventive quarantine at the end of last week after 

showing mild symptoms of the virus, according to the statements. 

• England will launch a "test and trace" system to track coronavirus aimed at replacing 

national lockdown restrictions.   

o “Until an effective treatment or vaccine comes through, how can we get back to 

doing more of the things that make life worth living without risking safety or 

putting lives at risk, NHS test and trace is a big part — not the only part — but a 

http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=8d3e1469a32131f3252f1cf5b7e9ae661662f8900a953992d7ac1470f58a4ea905aa3d453b50ef68e763d5d9acdc0dc5
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=8d3e1469a32131f30995cc026eee624cfe77aa896f96767320f394cf194c14d77c7b8cb3badc4c8c99a029aa8545ccb6
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big part of the answer to that question," UK Health Secretary Matt Hancock 

said at a daily government briefing. "NHS test and trace means we can start to 

replace the national lockdown with individual isolation for those in contact with 

the virus.” 

o Northern Ireland has already launched a contact tracing program, and Scotland 

and Wales are in the process of launching similar system, he said. 

• England's contact tracing program will ask anyone with coronavirus symptoms to isolate 

immediately, get a coronavirus test, and speak with the UK's National Health Service 

(NHS) on a voluntary basis. Those who test positive for Covid-19 will be contacted by the 

NHS within 24 hours. 

o “This will be voluntary at first because we trust everyone to do the right thing. 

But we can quickly make it mandatory if that’s what it takes. Because if we don’t 

make this work, then the only way forward is to keep the lockdown," Hancock 

said.  

o He also announced that England is expanding coronavirus testing to children 

under five years old 

• Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez said Wednesday the European Union 

Commission’s proposed 750 billion euros ($823 billion) recovery fund “includes many of 

our demands.” 

o “The set up of a recovery fund of 750 billion euros is a starting point for 

negotiations," Sanchez said in a tweet from his official account, shortly after 

the commission's announcement.  

o The proposal to help the European Union economy amid the Covid-19 pandemic 

includes 500 billion euros ($549 billion) in grants and 250 billion euros ($274 

billion) in loans. 

• Moscow will begin to gradually ease some coronavirus lockdown restrictions starting 

June 1, the city's mayor Sergey Sobyanin said in a video conference with Russian 

President Vladimir Putin Wednesday. 

o Sobyanin said the Russian capital would allow the reopening of stores selling 

non-food items, and would allow some services to resume operation, including 

laundries, dry cleaners and repair shops. 

o Muscovites will also be allowed to venture out for walks on a schedule, he 

added.  

• A blueprint to resume flights between Australia and New Zealand will be presented 

early next month, New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern said. 
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• Global tourism is expected to plunge by 70% this year, compared to last year, the head 

of the United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) said Wednesday. 

o Previous global crisis situations have caused tourism to decline by 10% to 20%, 

but the Covid-19 pandemic has been worse, said UNWTO Secretary General 

Zurab Pololikashvili, in a video press conference with reporters in Madrid. 

o This summer, more people will take trips by land, rather than on flights, and 

rural tourism in the mountains, and not on the beaches, may benefit, he said. 

o The UNWTO expects more international flights to resume starting in September 

if the virus is more under control by then, he said. 

• French doctors have been banned from prescribing hydroxychloroquine to Covid-19 

patients, the government ruled Wednesday. 

o The French Health Ministry revoked its authorization for the drug to be given to 

those with coronavirus, saying that the scientific data available at present does 

not provide sufficient “evidence of a benefit” to support its use.  

o Data considered by France’s High Council for Public Health found evidence to 

suggest a link between the use of hydroxychloroquine and “cardiac toxicity,” 

particularly when used in combination with the azithromycin – an antibiotic used 

to treat chest infection and other types of infection, according to a Health 

Ministry statement. 

• South Korea reported 40 new cases of the novel coronavirus on Wednesday, the highest 

daily figure since early April. 

• Among these new cases, 37 are believed to be locally transmitted, according to the 

South Korean Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  

Other  

• Premier League soccer clubs voted Wednesday unanimously to return to contact 

training as England's top flight competition moved closer to restarting.  

o In a statement shortly after all 20 clubs met via video conference, 

the Premier League said: "Squads are now able to train as a group and engage in 

tackling while minimizing any unnecessary close contact." 

• The National Basketball Association sent emails with proposal ideas to all 30 general 

managers, which included a “World Cup-style” playoff format in a plan to return to play. 

o It was first reported by The Ringer’s Kevin O’Connor. 

o In the league’s effort to restart their 2019-2020 season, 16 to 30 teams would 

congregate at Disney World in Orlando, Florida, to be divided into groups to 

ensure each team tipped-off against the same opposition. Based on the regular-

https://www.premierleague.com/news/1673398?sf234401760=1
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season records, the teams would be split up into “tiers” ensuring an equal level 

of competition, according to O’Connor and ESPN’s Adrian Wojnarowski. 

• Northwestern University announced its plan for a "phased return" to campus for fall 

2020, including an outline of safety precautions. 

o The University's Return to Campus and Safety Work Group developed a set of 

"core responsibilities" that it said will help protect the health and well-being of 

the community, according to a letter sent Friday to Northwestern faculty, staff 

and students from Interim Provost Kathleen Hagerty and university leaders. 

o The measures include: social distancing, using face masks, consistent health 

monitoring, and protecting vulnerable members of the university community, 

which has more than 22,000 undergraduate and graduate students. 

• The Florida Economic Recovery Task Force in Orange County has approved both 

SeaWorld and Disney World's reopening proposals. 

o Orange County Mayor Jerry Demings will now likely approve the plans and 

submit a letter of endorsement to the state of Florida the end of the day. 

o The details: Walt Disney World has proposed to reopen its Magic Kingdom and 

Animal Kingdom parks on July 11, and EPCOT and Hollywood Studios on July 

15, in a presentation made by the company on Wednesday. 

o SeaWorld has proposed to reopen its Orlando parks for employees on June 10 

and to the public on June 11. 

o Out of safety, both companies are also requiring patrons to wear face masks, 

among other guidelines. 

• Google CEO Sundar Pichai told employees that some will be able to return to the office 

beginning on July 6, though it will be limited to 10% building capacity. 

o In a blog post Tuesday, Pichai said the plan to reopen gradually will follow 

guidelines from public health authorities.  

• The National Hockey League has revealed a plan to resume the current season that 

entails forgoing the remaining regular season games and heading straight into a first-of-

its-kind 24-team Stanley Cup playoff tournament. 

o Seven teams will not resume their 2019-2020 season.  

o NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman announced the league’s "return to play plan" 

on Tuesday stating that two cities will serve as hubs for teams and games. 

Neither city was revealed but Bettman did disclose that 10 cities are under 

consideration. 

https://www.blog.google/inside-google/working-google/working-from-home-and-office/
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• American Airlines is announcing new plans to inform passengers when flights are 

getting full and give them options to switch flights.  

o “As more people get back to traveling and loads are higher, American is 

deploying new tools to notify customers and allow them to move to more open 

flights when available, all without incurring any cost,” the company said in a 

press release.   

• The National Women’s Soccer League (NWSL) announced Wednesday that the 2020 

NWSL Challenge Cup will be held this summer. 

o The 25-game tournament will kick off on June 27 at Zions Bank Stadium in 

Herriman, Utah, with no spectators in attendance.   

• Amtrak is preparing to slash its workforce by as much as 20% in its upcoming fiscal year 

as the U.S.’s lone nationwide passenger railroad braces for a slow recovery to ridership 

that’s been gutted by the coronavirus pandemic. 

o Amtrak projects ridership will return to just half of 2019 levels in its upcoming 

fiscal year beginning in October, Amtrak Chief Executive Officer William Flynn 

said in a memo to employees. The railroad has already reduced service and 

taken other cost-cutting measures amid a 95% decline in ridership and revenue 

but further reductions are needed to align with a sustained period of depressed 

demand, he said. 

• Cboe Global Markets Inc. plans to open its Chicago options-trading floor on June 8. 

Activity on the exchange has been electronic-only since March 16. 

o Half of the floor’s participants are expected to return to the reconfigured space 

next month, Cboe said. “Rigorous precautionary measures” to limit exposure to 

the coronavirus include a different layout to allow for social distancing and 

capacity limits, the wearing of masks and medical screening at entrances. 

• Bank of America Corp. is making plans for employees to return to their offices in 

phases. 

o The moves will vary by role, department and location, and workers will be 

notified at least 30 days before they’re scheduled to return, according to a 

memo seen by Bloomberg. A bank spokeswoman confirmed the contents of the 

memo. 

o “We will move slowly and carefully, driven by business need, with safety as our 

highest priority,” the bank said in the memo. 

• The Airports Council International is warning that screening passengers for coronavirus 

symptoms at airports could create crowding and long lines, which “would be 

https://www.nwslsoccer.com/news/article/nwsl-announces-2020-challenge-cup-presented-by-pg-and-secret
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QAYGUET0AFB5
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counterproductive in terms of physical distancing, and also create unnecessary concerns 

about the safety of the aviation system.” In its best-practices guidance, released today, 

ACI promotes “self-declaration of health,” preferably done electronically. 

o Airlines for America has called for TSA to begin screening passengers as part of 

its security duties. Some lawmakers have questioned whether TSA even has the 

authority to do so, and ACI doesn’t want it done by security workers or airport 

staff. Given that virus carriers can present no symptoms, ACI warned of “false 

positives and false negatives.” 

o Airlines for America has asked the FAA to exempt its members from several 

federal regulations so they can put cargo in their planes’ main decks on flights 

not carrying passengers. The public will have five days to comment, according to 

a draft Federal Register notice. 

• The drone delivery company Zipline plans to announce today that it will deliver PPE and 

other medical supplies by drone to frontline medical responders. The new service relies 

on an FAA waiver for Zipline’s partner, the hospital system Novant Health in North 

Carolina, and Zipline says it’s the first “ongoing long range drone logistics flights” to be 

approved by the agency, as well as the first approval of such ongoing flights to use class 

D airspace.  

• Caesars Palace and Flamingo in Las Vegas will reopen June 4, according to 

a statement from Caesars Entertainment. 

o Visitors will be able to stay at the hotels and place their bets – all in accordance 

with physical distancing guidelines. 

o Self-parking is free and dining and pool options will also be open. 

o Caesars expects Harrah’s Las Vegas Hotel and Casino and the gaming floor at The 

LINQ Hotel and Casino to be the next properties in the city to reopen, with 

timing "based on customer demand." 

o Nevada Gov. Steve Sisolak announced yesterday the state's move into phase two 

starting on Friday. 

• MGM Resorts will reopen some of its Las Vegas resorts and casinos on June 4 with new 

safety measures in place, according to a statement. 

o The company plans to open the Bellagio, New York-New York, MGM Grand and 

The Signature on the Las Vegas strip. 

o The resort will have staff wear face masks and under go temperature checks as 

well as implementing social distancing measures. 

http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=0b274c21ecf682bf594d6c8977b617438ffb3b45685e82e536f672b1949aa892394b9ef5626405998df0d0dbd102f0a0
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=0b274c21ecf682bf06afbf6ef7dab4504b03d43598af20547cfc484b73514cfec2acc2d49287405913cf7b215164ad9c
https://www.cnn.com/us/live-news/us-coronavirus-update-05-27-20/Caesars.com/updates.
https://investors.mgmresorts.com/investors/news-releases/press-release-details/2020/MGM-Resorts-Announces-Opening-Dates-For-First-Las-Vegas-Properties/default.aspx
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o Guests will be required to wear masks only in instances where social distancing is 

difficult or barriers aren’t in place. 

o After months without live sporting events, Las Vegas is set to host an Ultimate 

Fighting Championships (UFC) Fight Night this Saturday night. 

o The Nevada State Athletic Commission voted on Wednesday to approve new 

coronavirus practices and procedures that will allow the UFC to host two 

upcoming events in Las Vegas, Nevada. The second event, UFC 250, will be held 

on June 6. 

o Both events will be held without spectators at the UFC owned APEX arena and 

production space. 


